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Marriages and divorces



The divorce capital of Europe

Alpha
Source: Eurostat Yearbook 2001, Eurostat, 2001. Figures for Ireland not available.
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Births outside marriage as a percentage of all live 
births
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Live births to teenage women1: EU comparison, 
2001²

Alpha
1 Aged 15-19. See Appendix, Part 2: Average teenage fertility rate.
2 2000 data for France, United Kingdom and Germany. 1999 data for Spain, Greece and Italy. 1996 data for Belgium.
Source: Council of Europe



Top of table for lone parenting
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Source: The Social Situation in the European Union 2000, Eurostat, 2001. Data for Denmark, Finland and Sweden not available.



Failure to stay together after birth of children
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Source: Seven Years in the Lives of British Families, Ermisch, J. & Francesconi, M., Policy Press, 2000
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Four features of courses:

1. Special atmosphere
2. Privacy for discussions
3. Any couple
4. Rolling programme





• Five sessions
1. Communication
2. Commitment
3. Resolving conflict
4. Keeping love alive
5. Shared goals and values

• Option to use FOCCUS questionnaire
• Support couples

The Marriage Preparation Course



The Marriage Book



The Marriage Course Manual, 
Leaders’ Guide and Video Set



The Marriage Course Leaders’ Video, Street 
Interviews & Testimonies Video and CD-ROM



The Marriage Course Testimonies and 
Street Interviews Video

The Marriage Course Invitation



The Marriage Course 
Introductory Guide and Video









The Marriage Preparation Course 
Manual, Leaders’ and Support Couples’

Guide and Video Set



The Marriage Course and The Marriage
Preparation Course Posters




