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Marriage.gov: A Promising
Public Policy

Bill Coffin

Special Assistant for Marriage Education

Administration for Children and Families (ACF)

Department of Health and Human Services

HMI Mission Statement This initiative is 707 about
mTrapping anyone in an abusive relationship

Helplﬂg Couples, who have chosen mForcing anyone to get or stay married
marriage for themselves, gain greater

access to marriage education services, mRunning a federal dating service

on a voluntary basis, where they can

acquire the skills and knowledge mWithdrawing suppotts from or diminishing in any
necessary to form and sustain a healthy way, either directly or indirectly, the important work of

. single parents
marriage.

Giving Psychology and Family

Science Away A ———

Treatment

» Secrets of a Strong Marriage

* Public Health Approach

* Universal/Pri mary Prevention FIGURE 2.1 The mental health intervention spectrum for mental disorders.

In, Reducing risks for mental disorders: Frontiers for preventive intervention

research, Mrazek, P.J. & Haggerty, R.J. Eds. (1994).




What are we trying to do?

Increase the percentage of

children who grow up with a
mom and a dad who are in a
healthy marriage
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What Policymakers Say About Healthy Marriage

Many policymakers and government officials are interested in increasing and sustaining healthy marriages in the U.S. as a strategy to promots]
being. In this section we provide examples of how various policymakers have publicly discussed marriage. Please check back for updates, as.
|| will expand in the future.

“To encourage marriage and promote the well-being of children, I have pr
healthy marriage initiative to help couples develop the skills and knowlede
sustain healthy marriages. Research has shown that, on average, childref
households headed by married parents fare better than children who gron
family structures. Through education and counseling programs, faith-base
and government organizations promote healthy marriages and a better at
children. By supporting responsible child-rearing and strong families, my

Is seeking to ensure that every child can grow up in a safe and loving ho

President George W. Bush - February, 2002

President George W. Bush

« February 24, 2004 Remarks at the Whitehouse
=i o October 3, 2003 Prodamation: National Marriage Protection Week

Dr. Wade Horn ~ Former Assistant Secretary for Children and Families, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services

Publication # 2004-16 4301 Connecticut Avenue, NW, Suite 100, Washington,
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What Is “Healthy Marriage”? Defining the Concept

By Kristin Anderson Moore, Ph.D., Susan M. Jekielek, Ph.D., Jacinta Bronte-Tinkew, Ph.D.,
Lina Guzman, Ph.D., Suzanne Ryan, Ph.D., and Zakia Redd, M.P.P. September 20!

verview Americans love books and movies that end with a couple exchanging vows an
0 going on to live “happily ever after.” We cry at weddings, and we admire couples of whom

can be said, “They have a great marriage.” And young people today continue to pla
great importance on a good marriage and family life.X At the same time, a considerable number
contemporary Americans have deep reservations about their prospects for marriage, the quality
a marriage they might enter, and the odds that their marriage will last.> Some even raise concer:
that marriage can be a trap and can expose women to domestic violence.?

Despite these divergent views and concerns, there is a lot of common ground. Most people, includin
unmarried parents, value marriage and want to be married.* Moreover, research indicates th
Lill PR . e demido i, L il 5 L :

Three Essentials of a Couples’ Primary
Coping System
(according to David Mace)

+ Commitment to ongoing growth and
chang

+ Good communication skills

+ Ability to deal creatively with inevitable
conflict and anger in marriage

Lewis and Gossett (1999)

eight essential characteristics of a healthy marriage

» Power is shared

» There is a strong marital bond characterized by levels of
both closeness and autonomy

+ The spouses are interested in each other’s thoughts and
feelings
+ The expression of feelings is encouraged

+ The inevitable conflicts that do occur do not escalate or
lead to despair

» Problem-solving skills are well developed
» Most basic values are shared

The ability to deal with change and stress is well
developed

Disarming The Past: How An Intimate Relationship Can Heal Old Wounds

Measurement Framework

Background Antecedents Definition Consequences

Social context, - Employment, Healthy Adult Child
macro-level income Marriage/ Well-being Well-being
factors - Education i i
- Physical health
- Mental health - Employment, - Socio-emotional
- Stress. - Satisfaction income, outcomes
- Social support - Communication wealth - Cognitive
- Social skills - Interaction/time - Physical attainment and
- Substance use together health; educational
- Incarceration - Commitment to i achievement
- Family background the couple - Health and
characteristics - Intimacy/ safety
- Children from a emotional i - Attitudes/values
prior relationship support support towards
- Community context - Conflict/conflict - Satisfaction marriage and
- Religiosity resolution and happiness childbearing
- Attitudes and values - Violence - Risk-taking, - Offspring dating
- Fidelity substance behavior, sexual
- Commitment to use, illegal activity, and
the children activities relationship
- Duration and - Attitudes/ skills
marital status values - Marital stability
- Religiosity in adulthood

Family
background

characteristics




Healthy Marriage /Relationships include these elements:

Commitment of the couple
Communication

Conflict resolution
Satisfaction

Tack of domestic violence

Interaction/time together
Intimacy/emotional suppott
Commitment to the children

Duration/legal matital status

hetp:

‘www.childtrends.org

Would you consider using relationship
education, such as workshops or classes to
strengthen your relationship?

80%

70%

60%

50%

40%

33%

m No assistance
@ Assistance

30%

20%

2% 2%

Unsure
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mart Marriages

Coalition for Marriage, Family, and Couples Education

For dozens of ARTICLES, click here/ For Marriage Reports, Summaries see BELOW
Broadcasts: fisten/ watch online

Legislation

Marriage Reports and Research Summaries:

Marriage and Family FACTS & STATS - http:/ /e farmiyfacs.ora/
A round-up of social science findings on healthy marriage/healthy family reszarch

gathered from peer-reviewed journals, books and government surveys. Serving policymakers, journalists, scholars and the general

public, familyfacts.org makes social science research easily accessible to the non-specilist.
Why Marriage Matters, Second Edition: 26 Conclusions from the Social Sciences

Marriage & Family Wellness: Corporate America’s Business? - The Marriage CoMission, 2006
Does Divorce Make People Happy? - Insttute for Amercian Values

Marriage and Health - 15 Report, 2007
What is the Relationship of Marriage to Physical Health? - Jana Staton, 2008

Cohabitation, Marriage and Child Wellbeing: A Cross-National Perspective
David Popenoe, The National Marriage Project, June 2008
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Healthy Marriage is Multidimensional

R:Umm.. first I feel like there has to be a
spiritual foundation, for me—a spiritual based
foundation. Love. Deep commitment.
Communication. Umm... a willingness to
change whatever needs to be changed, to grow
together. Umm...trust. And, a willingness to
work.[African-American female, 42 years old]

Factor Associated with Fragile Families
Moving Toward Marriage
om Carlson, McLanahan, & England

» Marriage more likely if fathers are rated as
“more supportive” by mothers in these ways:

— Father more fair and willing to compromise
— Father expresses affection
— Father less insulting or critical

— Father encourages mother to do things that
are important to her

ANeRMEN; Cuivating Heal. X |

—_—

X

Cultivating Healthy Relationships and Marriages: An
On-line Training on Effective Programming

o as partofthe Ohio State U Life
Electronics Seminar on Relationship and Harital Enrichment Education. These papers were
Iater published in The Forum for Family and Consumer Issues and included in the Cultivating
Healthy C

For more information aboutthe presentations, please contact Ted Futris, Family Life Extension
Specialist atthe University of Georgia

What's Love Got to Do With It? The Role of Healthy Relationships
and Marriages in Promoting Healthy Children, Families and
Communities

Authors: Francesca Adler-Baeder and Karen Shirer
2 3 Presentation (40 minutes)

PowerPoint Siides

Transcript with References

Supplemental Reading 1 - National Extension

Relationship and Marriage Education Network

(NERMEN)

Supplemental Reading 2 - Annotated

Bibliography

A Framework for Using Research and Evaluation in Marriage
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TOWA STATE UNIVERSITY
sion.
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most important event

1 Relationships

on Parenting and Child Outcom

Welcome...

Going Further: Community Planning for Healthy Couple and
Marriage Education Programs and Suppo

A national online training opportunity for Extension professionals and educators
introducing the Leader Guide for the Impact of Couple and Marital Relationships on
Parenting and child Outcomes.
Broadcast date: May 16, 2007

The Impact of Couple and Marital Relationships on Parenting
land Child Outcomes
rhe original satelite program was designed for professionals and volunteers who

Jwork with families.
[Broacast dates: December 2 and 9, 2005
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Building Better Marriages

The Association for Couples in Marriage Enrichment

=

Connect

Reading about marriage enrichment is one thing...
...Attending an ACME event with your partner is another.

(Sortof
love....)

50 CONNECT....getinvolved.

= Identifythe type of eventthat would work for you. Find one or host one!

= Check outour calendar (itis not exhaustive, so don't stop there)

= We are affiated with several faith-communities; maybe yours should be on our listtoo.

= Locate local and state ACHE chapters near you

= Speakto a reallive human being __use our Leader Couples to help you get started in your
own community, if ACHE does not yet have a presence there.

= Iest otners working on their “better marriages”. Plan to attend our nextintemnational
Warriage Enrichment Conference (IMEC) July 12-1¢, 2007 in Orlando, Florida.

Your marriage will benefit to the degree you find opportunities to
actually practice new behaviors, learn new skills and make new friends
with other like-minded ACME couples!

ALLOWABLE ACTIVITIES

Public advertising campaigns on the value of
marriage and the skills needed to increase
marital stability and health.

Education in high schools on the value of
marriage, relationship skills, and budgeting.
Marriage education, marriage skills, and
relationship skills programs, that may include
parenting skills, financial management, conflict
resolution, and job and career advancement, for
non-married pregnant women and non-married
expectant fathers.

Divorce reduction programs that teach
relationship skills.
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ion, Marriage and Child Wellbeing
JPerspective By David Popenoe
NLOAD POF

of Our Unions: 2007

Future of Marriage in America — A look at recent social trends
e are still the most marrying of Wester nations, the United States

AVAILABLE NOW

toward the weaker marriage systems of other modem societies. State of Qur
index of trends in marriage, divorce, and cohabitation includes a ity
family behavior in the so-called Red and Blue states. u"::zz'&zsg_o.’
NLOAD POF The Future of Marriage
in America
Fatery - Alsbama Co... | @ Marriage Savers: Prepari.. X -8 =

. =0 it
RIAGE o e 3
and Restoring Marriages C/ick #ere.

[ Time.
Marriage Enrichment  News | Donate | Contadt Search  Pressiiledia

b Marriage Savers

ce 1986 and in more than 200 Cities

ersisa  Jsyour marriage
b Increase 7 frouble? &8
f Click 7

oresm 1
uce Divorce Rates, and ne
ter Environment for 2. What is a Community Marriage Policy®?
rive. 3. What does the community agree to?

Why is a Community Marriage Policy®
eded?

4. What are the results of a Community
Martiage Policy®?
5 What are others saying?

P)

f 6. How do we start a Community Marriage
oted, Policy®?

and 7. What can we do today?

ith it

pushing down the community’s diorce

ore than 200 cities and towns in 43\ e oo e

|Community Marriage Policies and

allen an average of 17.5%, and Cuthmericas Divorce

Rate in Half" by Mike

Click Here to see.

i, McManus with
) Foreword by Governor
ish Mike Huckabee. Click
= here to leam
ches { o
ghout e A
= oa

ALLOWABLE ACTIVITIES

Pre-marital education and marriage skills training
for engaged couples and for couples or
individuals interested in marriage.

Marriage enhancement and marriage skills
training programs for married couples.

Marriage mentoring programs which use married
couples as role models and mentors in at-risk
communities.

Programs to reduce the disincentives to marriage
in means-tested aid programs, if offered in
conjunction with any activity described in this
subparagraph.




The HM Demo Grant Announcement said:

“The curriculum used must be designed to
help couples learn and apply skills that will:

«Improve communication between couples,
«Improve the couple’s ability to resolve their
conflicts, and

*Strengthen the couple’s commitment to
increasing marital stability.”

Marriage Education Curriculum
Assessment Guide
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bepartment of Health and Human Services
— § : . Search;
ministration for Children /- Families

te | Services | Working with ACF | Policy/Planning | AboutACF | ACF News | HHSHome

Questions? | Privacy | Site Index | ContactUs | Download Rel

Home ' About' What's New ' Audio Conferences For The Press Search EIEXN

TASP

CENTER FOR LAWAND SOCIAL POLICY

Couples and Marriage Policy

(CLASP focuses on a "Marriage-Plus” perspective, which has two main goals centered on the vl
being of children: (1) to help more children grow up with their two biological, mared parents whose
relationship is healthy (2) when this isn't possible, to help parents-whether unmarried, cohabiting
separated. divorced, or remarried-cooperate better i raising their children

2006 Publications Publications by Type
Reports
Building Bridges Between Healthy Marriage, Policy Briefs

Responsible Fatherhood, and Domestic Viiolence

Programs: A Preliminary Guide by Theodora Ooms, Paula |+ ¢! Sheets

Roberts, Anne Menard et al. This guide summarizes the Legislative and Regulatory
lessons leamed at the Building Bridges Wingspread Analyses

Conference. held in May 2006. This conference brought Presentations

together leaders from three felds-healthy marriage Testimony

responsible fatherhood, and domestic violence~to discuss
current tensions and conces; identiy common ground: and
discuss possible avenues for cooperation, collaboration, and
joint action, avenues that would result in better outcomes for | RSS and PODCAST Feeds
children and adults alike. 19 pages. 12/7/2006 What is this?

Building Bridges Between the Healthy Marriage, svesonee g
Responsible Fatherhood, and Domestic Viiolence
Movements: Issues, Concerns, and

sonee @)

|- Healthy Marriage Initiative
FOur emphasis is on healthy marr ot marriage for the sake of marria
arriage at any cost— b it provide a stromg and siab
e for ralsim childre " ves ko chooss morriage
b: vés gain acecss 10 the skills and o ssary 10 form and
estains healihy marriases, Wade £ Horm, Pl D former Awistant Secretary, ACE
General Information News and Events
+ Backaround + Testimonial from the Fresno County Healthy Marriage
« Mission Statement Loaltion
wv-video 6 minutes)
« Goals . lies (BSF)
* Allowable Activities (wmv-video 10 minutes)
+ The ACF Healthy Marriage Initiative is Not About.. . List of Healthy Marriage Education
o Benefits of 3 Healthy Marriage Programs
pdf-286kb)
Healthy Marriage Matters ‘mose infermation
» African American Healthy Marriage Initiative Funding Opportunities
+ Hispani v Marriage Initative
= Ml « OFA Healthy Marriage and Fatherhood Initiatives
£ + Native American Healthy Marriage Initiative e
fasearth « Currently Funded ACF Healthy Marriage Pr
* Past Funding
« Gou =
Government-sponsored Research Jse——
}*w,mamm‘ P T — G- 8
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QN

CENTER FOR LAwW AND SocIAL PoLic

. . March 2007
Couples and Marriage Series Brief No.10

Adapting Healthy Marriage Programs for
Disadvantaged and Culturally Diverse Populations:
What are the issues?

By Theodora Ooms.

Introduction dedicated stream of funding how to deal with domestic
in the reauthorized violence issues.

decade ago marriage
“Temporary Assistance for

AN vzs the “m-word” in ary Assistance fo
/—\ ey Needy Familics (TANF) pro-  The author would ike to thank the following
gram. In addition, a handful Individuals for very helpful comments on a
draft of this brief:Bill Coffn, Nancye
Campbell, David Fein, Courtney Harrison,

arena, viewed as a private

matccr beyond governmene  Of State governments have
o

used state dollars to fund HM

frage inistive: What is the Afrcen A...

of Health and Human Services
e : e Search
ministration for Children/-Families

| About AC

| Services | Working with ACF | _Policy/Plan ACF News | _HHS Home

Questions?  Privacy | Site Index | ContactUs | Download Rel

[kiace Inimiarive (HMI)

riage Matters to ACF

roposed a Healthy Marriage Initiative to help couples, who have chosen marriage for themselves, gain access to services where &
e skills and knowledge necessary to form and sustain healthy marriages. & a

arch that indicates that two-parent, married families represent the ideal environment for raising children, Congress included
fration, and fatherhood as key elements in the PRWORA of 1996 (welfare reform legislation, TANF)

ed strategy within the Healthy Marriage Initiative. The goal of the HHMI is to address the unique cultural, linguistic, demographic, and socio-e
in Hispanic communities.

ts

Healthy Marriage Initiative (HHMI)
anish Version
ciativa para Matrimonios Hispanos Saludables

Marriage Matters to ACE
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bepartment of Health and Human Services

Y : N Search
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X NATIVE AMERICANS Commissioner Quanah Cr

Healthy Marriage Initiative

"The strength of marriage and relationships in Native Communities is not only
commitment of the partners, but in the commitment of the community to celeb}
commitment of married couples and their relationships."

-Commissioner Quanah Stamps

and
ton
What is the Native American Healthy Marriage Initiative (NAHMI)?
tance|
[ | ANA seeks to support projects that include approaches to improve child wel-being by removing barrers to form and sustain healthy m

strengthen families in Native communities. Studies have shown a clear link between healthy marriages and chid well-being. A compon
Adminstration for Children and Families Healthy Marriage Initiative, the Native American Healthy Marriage Initiative (NAHMI) promotes
competent strategies to strengthen Native American families and communities by fostering healthy marriages, responsible fatherhood,
being. The NAHMI includes three components:

to African American Healthy Marriage Initiative
).net. This site is dedicated to reinforcing the
AAHMI message - AAHMI mission, goals and strategies.
Here you can find information on the AAHMI forums and
research conferences held in Atlanta, Dallas, Chicago, Los
Angeles, and Chapel Hill including agendas, program
details and speaker and presentation materials.

Welcome
(AAHML.

Also included is a practical "How To” guide that will help
organizations navigate their way to success in gaining
access to information and details on how to be a part of
the African American Healthy Marriage Initiative!

What's New
Mark your calendars

4TH Annual
HMI
Healthy Marriage
Research Conference
June 16-18,2009

Watch videos of the
plenary and workshop
sessions of the
2007 Healthy People,

Black Marriage Day

A celebration £

and power

of Black
Marriages

Healthy Far
Connecting Mar
Join us at the fessaeeh o hactks
4TH Annual Healthy Marriage Research Conference
June 16-18, 2009 Check outa Quick
in Chapel Hill, NC Reference Guide to Local
Media and Community
Outreach
Missed the 2007
Connecting Marriage Research to Practice Conference?
See the agenda along with videos of the plenary and
workshop sessions
bitery - labarna Co... | @ eathy Mariage Intiav... % B- 8

About Us | Programs ews arch Institute | Grant & Resources  Get In

Korean Churches For

Community Development

s News

Spedial Offer for Pastors and @ More News

Community Leaders

Dear Community Leaders

A and Pastors According to
recent study, over 48%
of Korean American... -

>®

+ Full Story

Select | Engl

Healthy Marriage Initiative Overview

The APAHMN & a focused effort created and championed by Korean Churches for Communy Development
(KCCD) to promote a cukuraly and Inguistically competent strategy for strengthening marrages and familes
in the Asan American and Paciic Isander communty. > Youth

In response to research indicating that chidren raised in households headed by married parents fare better
than chidren who grow up in other famiy structures, Presdent Bush’s Adminstration had issued the Healhy
Marrage Initistive. The Adminstration through Adminstration for Chidren and Famies(ACF) has funded
programs for healthy marriages, and chid well being through Compassion Capital Funding (to view Compassion
Captal grantees for 2002-2004 awards).

}mea\ﬂw Mariage Inititive (AAH) B-8

Mapping Database

Welcome to the Healthy Marriage and Responsible Fatherhood Grantee
Mapping Database
Interactive Healthy Marriage and Responsible Fatherhood Grantee Map (Updated 7/22/08)

Instructions: To Zoom in on a region, double-click It with your mouse.
To return, dlick the B button in the middle of the arrows below
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Sitemap | Home
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For Marriage Education Services

2ip Code
or County  select a County. N
or City  select a Cty. N

WELCOME TO TWOGETHER IN TEXAS

Planning to say °I do soon?

regi Want to save money for your big day?
‘Twogether service provider?

Want to learn to love for life?

Registered users
b 1F you answered “yes” to any of these questions, 3 Twogether in Texas marriage education class s
Healthy marriage links waiting for you.
Texas now offers free marriage education classes around the state. Couples who complete a class
jIcoethe e o will save $60 on their marriage license. The classes are at least 8 hours long and focus on helping
e couples develop communication and conflict resolution skills and other tools for a strong

relationship.
Texas Regional Intermediaries

~Select Regional Intermediary~[v| | FAQ

1s ge license free if complete the 8- ge training
‘The $50 state portion of the marriage license fee will be waived if you complete an approved
premarital training course and present your certificate to the county clerk. Counties may 2dd up to

calfornia
healthy
‘marriages
oation

home | about | for coupl | partners | media | research | news | get involved

Search

Find Marriage Education (ME) and Relationship Skills Training (RST)
Classes throughout California! Find 3 class, conference, or refreat that
meets your needs!

ounes

oh

@'
»Umm
on

} Teegpen Find dlasses anywhere in California by choosing the Geographic Region,
odesto

selecting the Type of Event, the Stage of Relationship, and the
Language of your choice. Then diick on Search.

If the search results don't provide enough options, or if you want to view
dlasses in other areas of California, choose Entire State or another

o M 8
Solnos, Fre DeatnValley | cireca
o ? Natonaleark, Geographic Region in your search criteria.

Geographic Region N
[ Central California =]

Type of Event
@Class OFaditator Training

Stage of Relationshi
[

sses only)

Language

[Engish b

20

botery - nlabama Co.... | @ First Things First

| Married Couples

Parents k
Singles ]
Steptamites
Teens A
Favers

Tools of the Trade 2008
2

ory - Alabama Co.... | (@ Calfornia Heakhy Marri... X

california
healthy
marriages
/coalition

building healthy mari

Enhance

your relationship:

find marriage classes

Classes and Programs
for Everybody: youth,
singles, seriously
dating, engaged, newly
married,
expectant/new
parents, marrieds, step
families, empty nesters,
and distressed
marriages! Click on Go Looking for a
to find dasses near fun time
youl with your mate?

NEW AT CaMARRIAGE.com

An online resource to find classes to make your marriage, your
family, and your relationships stronger and healthier!

Special Resources for Leaders
© CLERGY & FAITH LEADERS

© THERAPISTS & COUNSELORS
© HEALTHY MARRIAGE COALITIONS & INITIATIVES

e 23
Assessment Time

LIS, and have sam,
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Negative Interaction Trust
) n ——mal
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Plthough patterns of change indicated positive shifts, statistically significant change across time was
ound for: Confidence/Dedication, Attitude Toward Aggression/Violence, and Depression/Distress

Pince comparison groups were not utilized, caution should be used when interpreting the statistica
bignificant changes as program effects. We can, however, note the magnitude of changes over the

orfae Afer
Aoscssment Timo

that th d dchang:

Poery - abama co... | @hitpipmmeskiymari.
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What Do Participants
Get Out of the Class?

« Independence and Responsibility.

« Compromise.
« Communication.
« Take it Slow.

2Family and
sDemographic Research

2

« Set higher standards for potential partners.
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Lessons Learned: Compromise

+ Respondents learned that they have to consider the
feelings of others and work together to build upon their
relationships.

“And relationships is no one-way street. It's no one

5 person’s right or one person’s wrong. You have to sit
: down and talk about it, and talk like that.”
o
;—g_ “Umm, that it's not all about me. That | need to have a
58 compromising attitude.”
=5
)
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Resource Center - Microsolft Internet Explorer O

Qe - © - [¥] 2] (D] Pseotn erones @] 212 vl -| JE B

oo heakymarriogeno cral B [us>

W ional 1
o0 0y nationa
20000 3 healthy marriage

ea\\X e« resource center
-y ™~

e Marriage at aTime

Nation ~ON

- anda
Sengthening Familis, Communties g

Home | About Us | Library Search | Subscribe | EAQS

[speciai Areas o

@ indviduss nd Couples

search nivirc: [

Welcome to the National Healthy Marriage Resource Center!

|
We strive to be your “first-stop shop" for information on healthy marriages! Hers you

# ProgemssndGeness | can find information to help sustain your healthy marmiage, read up on the latest
research, find facts and figures, et help with yaur healthy marriage program, leam
4oy how to start your own community initiative and much more
| stalehokders ]
g Ressachesand Laok fo this information b cicking on the buttons on the lft, or b ssarcing our
eitensive liorary. We add tools and information regularly. Check back often
SlSirbia o cur ama slert. 86 the st 6o Knaw wheM we ad oW o500rces.
— suasame, Cheap Dates to
Laisze: Strengthen your Marriage
Time alone together is a must
 vess for a healthy marriage.

| \ ’AMsssagefmm President Bush on Healthy Marriage Gheck ot thes nespansive

e

Marriage Myths Debunked

# vsse The Couples’ Comer Think marred peosle have | |
e le33 sex than smgless Tk

# Marrisge Education 98in.

[ - -t |

for Marriage

Have what

@ Cuture and Diversky

ey - bana o | @ Aessag romSensar .

' Marriages Grand Rapids

Home » About HMGR » A Message flom Senator Bill Hardiman, Chair HMGR

A Message from Senator Bill Hardiman, Chair HMGR

Today i our country, a major topic of discussion is how to improve our educational system in America. However, | believe the first and most
important classroom is the home. It is in the context of home and family that the most basic values are leamed: values that guide us
throughout our ives. The best teaching team is a loving father and mother. This truth is reflected in the old saying

s
“And these words..shall be upon your heart: and you shallteach them diligently to your children: and shall talk of them when you sit
in your house, and when you walk by the way. and when you lie down and when you rise.

These crucial lessons are not anly taught vith words but by the examples of caring parents. Many single parents are heraically trying to
provide this "classroom” by themselves. but it's very difficult. There are many staistics that support the fact that children who are born and \
raised in a healthy two-parent family have a much better chance at life. They have lower rates of teenage pregnancy, delinquency, school 4
drop out rates, substance abuse and many other social ils. As we enter the new millennium, ane of the most positive things we can do for

children is to increase the number of children who are bom and raised in healthy, two-parent families. As supporters of HMGR let us strive to

make our own homes the "first classroom” where values are taught. Let us be examples of that best teaching team of a loving mother and

father. This is important fo the next generation and the generations to come
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